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Modus Operandi (MO) vs. Signature

 Techniques necessary to commit 
crime

 Learned behavior based on 
external circumstances

 May intentionally change as 
offender gains experience/ 
confidence or to fool law 
enforcement

 Actions beyond those necessary 
to commit crime

 Compulsion based on internal 

factors unique to individual 
offender

 Seldom changes and often 

evolves with each crime
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Bronswick (2001, pp. 85–89),
provides the following list of 

signature behaviors frequently 
found in lust murder investigations:

■ Aberrant sex

■ Attacks at the face            
■ Body disposal
■ Cannibalism

■ Decapitation
■ Dismemberment

■ Mutilation

■ Necrophilia

■ Penile/object penetration
■ Picquerism

■ Restraints
■ Souvenirs 
■ Torture

■ Trophies 
■ Weapons

Rajs, (1998) identified forms of victim 

mutilation related to paraphilic 

attachments. 

Type 3: Offensive mutilation: This 
type is commonly found in lust-

murders and necrosadistic- murders. 

Type 4: Necromanic mutilation: 
Carried out on a corpse. This 

practice is sometimes seen in 

regular necrophilia, sexual 

attraction to or sexual contact with 
a dead body, or with the purpose 

of using a body part(s) as a trophy, 

symbol or fetish, Rajs, 1998. 
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Jeffrey Dahmer:

“I trained myself to 
view people as 
objects of potential 
pleasure instead of 
people, instead of 
seeing them as 
complete human 
beings.  Sounds 
callous and it is, but 
that’s what I did.”

Dahmer’s Teenage Fantasy

Dahmer was infatuated with 

a jogger so he hid behind 

shrubs with a sawed off 

baseball bat planning to 

knock him out so he could 

have sex with the 

unconscious body.  Dahmer 

was unsuccessful.

Dahmer stole a 
mannequin to sleep with 
since he was aroused by 
unconscious victims. He 
threw it out when his 
grandmother discovered 
it in his closet.
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DAHMER WAS SEXUALLY AROUSED 

 From the heat of a 

dissected body.

 By putting his erection in 

the corpse & ejaculating 

among it’s organs or

 By removing the intestines 

and rubbing them over his 

erection while 

masturbating.

In Dahmer’s dresser drawer police found 
hundreds of Polaroid pictures of victims 
posing alive, dying & dismembered.

“This is the grand finale of a life 

poorly spent and the end 

result is just overwhelmingly 

depressing…it’s just a sick, 

pathetic, wretched, miserable 

life story, that’s all it is.  How it 

can help anyone, I’ve no 

idea.” – Jeffrey 

Dahmer
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EDMUND KEMPER

 10 VICTIMS

 PRIMARY PSYCHOPATH

 SEXUAL PREDATOR

 CANNIBAL

Signatures
 A unique and integral part of an offender’s behavior that 

exceeds the actions needed to commit the crime

 And/or crime scene evidence indicating offender 
personality traits and/or behavioral patterns

 Signatures are products of an offender’s fantasies  

Signatures Vary 

Verbal – exceptionally vulgar or abusive language 
(paraphilic)

Sexual – Specific order of sexual activity, necrophilia, use 
of foreign objects, posing

Physical – torture, bondage, mutilation
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AGGRESSIVE MUTILATIONS & CRIME 

SCENE SIGNATURES: 

WHAT DO THEY MEAN TO THE 

OFFENDER & INVESTIGATOR? 

ATTENTION: GRAPHIC CRIME 
SCENES

MOST SEXUAL PREDATORS WHO KILL 

LEAVE PARAPHILIC FOOTPRINTS

BUNDY: 35 RIDGWAY: 19

Gary Ridgway: The Green River 
Killer of 48 Prostitutes
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A CASE TO CONSIDER

THE VICTIM

KNOWN PROSTITUTE

MID-TWENTIES

WORKED ALONE

CARRIED A WEAPON

THE CRIME SCENE

 FOUND DEAD IN A HOTEL ROOM

 BODY WAS WRAPPED IN A SHEET UNDER THE BED

 VICTIM’S HEAD WAS VISIBLE

 CRIME SCENE HAD BEEN WASHED DOWN

 SHE WAS STRANGLED AND STABBED

 SHE WAS NOT RAPED

 THERE WAS TRACE SEMEN ON THE BED

 SHE HAD BEEN HIT IN THE HEAD, ONCE, BLUNT TRAUMA

 NO FORCED ENTRY 
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PROFILE THE KILLER

 AGE, GENDER, RACE, SES

 SEX OFFENSES? WHAT KIND?

 FIRST OFFENSE? LAST OFFENSE?

 PSYCHOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS?

 WHY MULTIPLE MODES OF ATTACK?

 PARAPHILIAC?

 What else??

WHAT HAPPENED AT THE CRIME 

SCENE?

ANOTHER VICTIM

 FEMALE, LATE TEENS

 WALKING ALONE IN A PARK LATE AT NIGHT

 ATTACKED, HER THROAT WAS CUT SO SEVERELY THAT SHE WAS 
ALMOST DECAPTIATED

 HER PANTS WERE PULLED DOWN TO HER ANKLES

 SHE WAS NOT RAPED

 A HOLE IN HER LOWER STOMACH AREA WAS CUT WITH PRECISION 
AND HER INTESTINES WERE PILED CAREFULLY ON HER LOWER CHEST 
AREA

 THOUGHTS ON THIS MURDER?
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Erotophonophilia: 
lust murder

Lust Murder

 Lust killings have varying definitions 

 Murdering sadistically and brutally, including the mutilation of body 
parts, especially the genitalia (Hickey, 2013).

 Ressler, Burgess, and Douglas have defined sexual homicide as “the 
killing of a person in the context of power, sexuality and brutality” 
(Schlesinger, 2004).

 Terms to describe lust murderers: sadistic lust murder, sadistic 
murderer, lust killing, and erotophonophilia (Schlesinger, 2004)

Definition of Erotophonophilia

 A paraphilia in which an offender kills and or mutilates a victim (pre 
or post mortem) in a sexual manner 

 mutilation of genitalia 

 sexual arousal through violent/deviant means [biastophilia].

 The notion of a lust murderer suggests not only the urge to kill but 
also to ravage the victim (Hickey, 2013).

 Offenders experience an exhilarating feeling of sexual arousal and 
satisfaction from their actions (Purcell, 2000; pg. 55).
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Harvey Glatman

 Born to Ophelia & 
Albert Glatman in 

1927

 His parents felt there 
was something odd 
about him but 

couldn’t quite put 
their finger on 
exactly what it was

Harvey Glatman

 Serial rapist and killer who abducted 
women

 He made victims pose while he took 
photos. Post mortem posed photos 
also taken.

 Photos were souvenirs; posing bodies, 
his signature 

The Victims

 Judith Ann Dull – 19-year-old 
divorcee trying to pay for a lawyer to 
end the custody battle over her child

 She agreed to do the shoot in her 
home

 Was instructed by Harvey to “wear a 
tight skirt and sweater”

 Once he arrived, he asked if she 
would mind posing at his studio 
instead

 She allowed him to tie her up so he 
could illustrate a story about 
bondage
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 Shirley Ann Bridgeford  - 24-year-old 

divorcee with 2 sons

 Joined the Patty Sullivan Lonely 

Hearts Club looking for the right man

 Set up a date with “George Williams” 

to go square dancing

 Instead took her out into the desert, 

forced her into taking nude pictures, 

killed her, and took more pictures

A Signature Killer

 Dr. Robert D. Keppel, Ph.D. explains that Harvey’s photos were his 
“personal signature of murder”.

 “His photos were more than souvenirs, because in Glatman’s mind, they 
actually carried the power of his need for bondage and control. They 
showed the women in various poses:  sitting up or lying down, hands 
always bound behind their backs, innocent looks on their faces, but with 
eyes wide with terror because they had guessed what was to come.”

DOUGLAS CLARK &

CAROL ANN BUNDY

NECROPHILES, CALIFORNIA
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Joseph Brooks, 73, an Oscar-winning 
songwriter and film-maker accused of 

sexually assaulting more than a dozen 
women during fake movie auditions at 
his New York apartment, has been 

found dead after apparently taking his 
own life, police said.

Brooks, who won the Academy Award 
for best song in 1977 for You Light Up 
My Life, was awaiting trial on more 

than 90 charges,

Among the 91 charges were counts of 
rape, sexual abuse, criminal sexual act 

and assault.
Prosecutors alleged Brooks advertised 
upcoming film roles via the internet as 

a ploy to assault women. When the 
actor arrived for the "audition", he 

would inform them that they were 
playing a prostitute and ask them to 
perform sex acts, it was alleged. The 

evenings often involved alcohol and 
some women believed they may have 

been drugged.

Brooks has a son, 25, who is charged 

with drowning death of his girlfriend in 
SoHo - will not seek to get out of jail to 

attend his father's funeral.
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